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that I had my first experience of Mesopotamian mud
and rain. It is difficult for anyone who has not
seen the effect of rain upon the flat alluvial desert of
the Basrah delta to form any idea of the resulting
abomination. A particularly glutinous kind of
mud is evolved in which it is almost impossible to
stand upright, and in which cars and carts stick
fast, and horses and camels slide in every direction.
In these conditions, and with my primitive appli-
ances, which consisted of a compass set in a match-
box and a protractor made by myself out of a
visiting-card, it took me ten days to make a sketch
of and report on the property, and I did not get
back to Basrah till the second week in January, as
I had to inspect two other properties on the way.
I came back on my pony along the edge of the
desert behind the belt of date-groves which fringes
the Shatt al Arab, and found that Dobbs had again
disappeared on one of his up-river tours. Bullard
had been appointed Assistant Revenue Commis-
sioner, Basrah, with myself as his assistant. Hol-
land had been invalided and his post of Deputy
to Sir Percy Cox remained unfilled until December
1916, when Wilson, who had meanwhile made him-
self indispensable in the Chief Political Office, was
appointed to succeed him, I had heard great
stories of Wilson before I left for Da'eji and was
much impressed when I first made his acquaintance.
He was an ideal second-in-command in those days
of improvisation, and his boundless energy and
phenomenal memory were the admiration of every-
one who came in contact with him. Living as I
did in Basrah City, I did not see as much of him as
I should have liked to do, but his personality made
itself felt almost as strongly from a distance, and I